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CENTRAL AMERICA AND WEST INDIES 

Panama. The Creation, Destruction, and Resurrection. By P. Bunau- 
Varilla. xx and 568 pp. Ills., index McBride, Nast & Co., New York, 
1914. $3.50. 10 x 6%. 

The main purpose of this large book seems to be "The Vindication of 
French Genius" as related to the Panama Canal, and enthusiastic display of 
the preeminent contributions of the author to this result. He says that the 
Panama Canal has been realized "by the methods and the plans which the 
French mind had conceived, though not by the methods it had finally evolved. " 
On page 3 he says: 

"My efforts brought about the defeat of the Nicaragua project and its 
rejection by the nation [the United States] which had conceived it half a 
century ago and had cherished it ever since. 

"My efforts brought about the changes in the political map of Central 
America. 

"My efforts brought about the creation of that new Republic of Panama 
without which the French enterprise would to-day be dead and forgotten. 
Thanks to the Republic of Panama it is on the point of completion." 



ASIA 

The Cochin Tribes and Castes. By L. K. Anantha Krishna Iyer. Vol. 
1: xxx and 366 pp. Ills., index. Vol. 2: xxiii and 504 pp. His., index. 

. Higginbotham & Co., Madras, 1912. 9%x7. 

It is probable that interest in this work will center most largely about the 
first five chapters of Vol. 2, for in that part of the investigation we have 
such a story of the Nayars as may nowhere else be found. The particular 
importance of the Nayars in ethnography is that they practice a form of 
polyandry so different from that in use in Tibet that polyandry makes its 
first classification under the designation Tibetan and Nair respectively, for we 
note that until the appearance of this study the tribal name was spelled Nair. 
For the first time we now have a reasonably clear explanation of the causes 
out of which has arisen this type of family establishment. We see how suited 
it is to the social conditions in which it is found and how it works for the 
improvement of the moral life of the community quite as much as does poly- 
gamy in other social conditions. William Churchill. 

Scinde in the Forties. Being the journal and letters of Col. Keith Young. 
Edited by Arthur F. Scott, xvi and 201 pp. Map, ills. Constable & 
Co., London, 1912. 12s. 6d. 9% x 6. 

The volume shows something of the work of reconnaissance and service 
travel which cleared the way for the great Trigonometrical Survey of India. 
Colonel Keith Young, then a captain in one of the East India Company's regi- 
ments, was sent to Scinde shortly after its capture by Sir Charles Napier. For 
the better part of ten years he served as Judge Advocate General in the difficult 
task of attempting to do British justice among a people whose moral sense had 
developed along quite other lines. His work gave such satisfaction that he was 
continued in the same employment under Sir Bartle Frere after the retire- 
ment of Napier. It is not difficult to discover in his narrative the grievances 
out of which was to arise in a few years the great mutiny which put an end 
to the Company rule. 

Glimpses of Indian Birds. By Douglas Dewar. xiv and 266 pp. Index. 
John Lane Co., New York, 1913. $2.50. 9x6. 
Various birds of India are considered one by one, a rather minute descrip- 
tion of their appearance, habits, surroundings, etc., being given. Mr. Dewar 's 
statements are based on his own personal observations, and his findings are 
original. Indeed, he vehemently attacks many prevalent theories of protective 
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coloration, the power of animals to think, to reason, to express thought, and 
kindred subjects. On page 47, he advances a subject for further investiga- 
tion. He writes : ' ' The correlation or interdependence of various character- 
istics and organs is a subject full of interest, but one which has hitherto 
attracted comparatively little attention. Close study of this phenomenon may 
eventually revolutionize zoological thought." 

The book lacks illustrations. If each bird described could, in addition, 
have been brought before the reader by means of good photographs, the work 
would have been enhanced in value. As it is it is worthy of attention. 

Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

Java and her Neighbours. A traveller 's notes in Java, Celebes, the 

Moluccas and Sumatra. By A. S. Walcott. xvii and 350 pp. Map, ills., 

index. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York, 1914. $2.50. 7%x5%. 

Introduced by a carefully compiled and well written historical sketch of the 

Dutch Bast Indies. The book is intended for the general reader but is not 

superficial; clearly describes the things best worth attention in the islands 

visited; entirely subordinates the personality of the author with which too 

many books of travel are suffused. There are a good index and many excellent 

illustrations. 

Seventeen Years among the Sea Dyaks of Borneo. A record of 
intimate association with the natives of the Bornean jungles. By E. J. 
Gomes, xx and 343 pp. Map, ills., index. Seeley & Co., London, 1911. 
16s. 9x6. 
The tribe discussed in this excellent record of mission endeavor is the Iban 
of Hose and MeDougall's classification. Mr. Gomes regards them as an in- 
clusion of an earlier race persisting through a later Malayan wave of settle- 
ment. This is open to doubt, in fact the probability is opposed to this con- 
clusion. In the wider study of Indonesia we are led to the belief that in its 
pigmy Negrito folk we have a survival from one of the foci of human evo- 
lution, the discovery of Pithecanthropus by Dubois in this horizon being pecu- 
liarly enticing. Postulating information, at present very imperfect, we incline- 
to see in the Punan of the mountains of Borneo a member of this truly 
autochthonous race. We are in a position to deny the statement as regards 
the Iban. Recent linguistic research in the Philippines establishes their close 
agreement with the Subanu, therefore with an early eastern wave of the first 
Malayan migration over Indonesia coincident with, and operative upon, the 
expulsion of the Proto-Polynesians, themselves the colony of a migrant swarm. 
Mr. Gomes is an excellent reporter of manners and customs with which he has 
had the opportunity and the sympathy to become quite familiar. His volume 
stands to the work of Hose and McDougall as the expansion of a particular 
chapter. William Churchill. 

Japan's Inheritance. The country, its people, and their destiny. By E- 
Bruce Mitford. 384 pp. Ills., index. T. Fisher Unwin, London, 1913. 
10s. 6d. 9x6. 
In reference to the political chapters of this work we observe that the 
author has arrived at the third stage of comprehension of Japan as an Asiatic 
power and a factor in world power. He blends admiration and condemnation 
in such wise as to give value to the expression of his opinions as an interpre- 
tation of modern Japan. In this particular it is but one of several authori-* 
tative books. The true novelty which Mr. Mitford offers is a brilliant study 
of Japanese landscape as the resultant of tectonic forces. He points out the 
most beautiful scenes of the Island Empire, he analyzes their beauty with the- 
skill of a painter, he criticises the Sankei which Japanese taste has picked as 
the three landscape gems, Miyajima, Ama-no-hashidate and Matsushima. 
With no little skill in the understanding of the constructive force of the 
plastic dejecta of volcanoes he traces the series of events. So far as is pos- 
sible he recovers the ancient land surface as basic in the study of the modern 



